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Welcome to Fall 2017 Super Saturdays. Please look through the list of classes on pages 2-4 (listed by 
grade level) and then fill out the registration form on pages 5-6. Please contact us with any questions - 
gifted@wku.edu, 270.745.6323, www.wku.edu/gifted.
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CSI Jr. Detective Agency, grades 1 & 2, Ben Slinkard  -  Calling all Junior Detectives!  Join our team of 
detectives as we solve a mystery each week. We'll gather clues and collect evidence, including taking fingerprints, 
testing unidentified powders, and using chromatography (a special way to test ink), to be CSI detectives. A special 
visitor will show us some real detective tools. By pulling all our CSI detective training and tools together, we'll 
solve the who, what, where, and how behind the mystery. Junior crime fighters unite!

Fantastic Crazy Amazing Goo, grades 1 & 2, andrea Heming  -  Are you ready to see the world from the 
gooey side? Goo is messy, sticky, gummy, runny, smelly, and lots of fun to make! We'll be junior scientists as we 
make lots of amazingly gooey mixtures. Join the fun as we create, touch, smell, and even taste these wonderful, 
crazy concoctions while learning science. Are you ready to get slimed?

I Spy Art Around Cultures: Traveling Edition, grades 1 & 2, makayla Cleary, SuHyun Woo, & anika 
moSBy  -  Hop on board and fasten your seat belt! We are ready to take off for the creative journey of a lifetime.  
Together we'll visit far away places such as Australia, Egypt, France, Mexico, Peru, and Korea - we may even find 
that Chinese Celestial Dragon that swallowed the Sun to cause the total eclipse! We'll explore exciting multimedia 
art to color, paint, draw, fold, and glue to create our own favorite souvenirs inspired by the places we travel. 
We'll celebrate the special gift of creating art as we travel the world! So, pack up your smile, happy heart, and art 
suitcase, and get ready for an adventure!

Master Mathematicians, grades 1 & 2, kierra CHandler  -  Do you want to become a master mathematician? 
Then join our journey with numbers as we explore fun and challenging games, puzzles, and exciting missions - we 
may even search for treasure or write some secret codes! Get ready to create, solve, and discover as you become a 
master mathematician!

Once Upon a Time in Fairy Tale Fun, grades 1 & 2, Jennifer CumminS  -  Join our journey as we explore 
magical forests, castles, and secret places in our favorite fairy tales. Let your imagination go wild as you create your 
own stories about princes, princesses, witches, elves, and dragons; write a letter to your favorite fairy tale character; 
and design a “wanted” poster for a villain. We'll even change the endings of some popular stories. Will the frog 
really change into a prince? Will Sleeping Beauty ever wake up? In the land of make-believe, anything can happen!

Seasons of Change, grades 1 & 2, dianne Wade  -  Fall, Winter, Spring, and Summer - each change of season 
brings many reasons to explore, discover, investigate, and learn! We'll create personal artwork that celebrates 
each season, have a scavenger hunt, learn what seasons are like in other parts of the world, and do some science 
experiments to explain what makes the seasons change. Bring your curiosity when we "Fall" into lots of fun and 
discovery.  

Storybook Science, grades 1 & 2, kriStin WHite  -  Mythbusters unite! Let’s read some of our favorite 
storybooks and then conduct hands-on science experiments to see what happens. Can the wind really blow a 
house down like it did when the Big Bad Wolf huffed and puffed in Three Little Pigs? You’ll make your own model 
house and test the power of wind to find out! We’ll have plenty of fun, making and experimenting with oozey 
slime when we read Bartholomew and the Oobleck. Come with your best investigator hat on as we explore the 
science behind the storybook.  

Acting, grades 2 & 3, Julie roBertS BoggeSS  -  If you are interested in acting, come join our class! Come 
explore a few acting games and techniques. Have fun creating scenery and props.  Plus, during our final class we 
will perform a play for your families to enjoy. 
 
Gadgets and Gizmos, grades 2 & 3, faitH CalliS  -  Welcome to the world of gadgets and gizmos! It’s 
fascinating to investigate how things move and how they work. You'll learn how to connect snap circuits so 
they will produce a sound or turn on a light, put together wires and batteries to make a whirly-gig fly, and 
more. Analyze, experiment, build, and create your own gadgets and gizmos in this class for future inventors and 
engineers.

Science Spectacular Saturdays, grades 2 & 3, kaleigH davenport  -  Explore the spectacular world of 
science with lots of fun, messy, gooey activities.  Do you know what fireworks, rubber bands, and silly putty have 
in common? You're sure to find out! Be an engineer of roller coasters and find out why the first hill is always 
the highest and engineer your own chain reaction. Get your curiosity caps on and join our science spectacular 
Saturdays!



more Super SaturdayS claSSeS on next page!!!  
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Secret Formulas, grades 2 & 3, lyndSey duke  -  Be ready to become laboratory scientists as we explore the secret 
formulas of toothpaste, rock candy, hot ice, invisible ink, and much more!  We'll make each product by testing the 
ingredients and then studying their make-up. Join in the excitement and discovery the magic behind those formulas. 
The excitement of discovery is no "secret" in this class!

Mythbusters, grades 2 & 3, CHriSty givenS  -  What happens when you mix scientific method, gleeful curiosity, 
and inventiveness?  You become a mythbuster! Have a hypothesis you’d like to test? Can you build a structure to 
withstand the elements?  Can you predict a coin flip?  Is the pirate's patch really for eye protection? Join us as we use 
the scientific method to explore our common science misconceptions. Test the validity of rumors, myths, video clips, 
and more. Use the scientific method, chemistry, research writing, lab protocols, data collection, and data analysis to 
confirm or deny your hypotheses.  You'll write scientific summaries documenting surprising and amazing findings. 
The only limit to this class is your imagination!

Jr. Explorers: Games Around the World, grades 2 & 3, Judy Jordan  -  If you like to play games, are creative, 
and enjoy experimenting and problem-solving, then pack your bags and hop on board as we travel the world (and do 
some time-travel) to discover how people from around globe use games to entertain themselves. As Jr. World Game 
Explorers, we will experiment with winning strategies such as deductive reasoning, advance planning, and more to test 
international games, and then create our own games. You may want to teach your parents how to play because they 
will bring their gaming skills on our last day of camp for a family-style Around the World game showdown!! Let's play!

Bridging the Gaps, grades 3 & 4, patriCia Bertke  -  Think like a civil engineer as we uncover the math in bridge 
design. Why use steel, stone, or wood in constructing bridges? Why are some shapes better than others? Why does 
geography matter? Answer all of these and more as we examine bridge designs, participate in lightning rounds 
exploring forces, tour a lab (time and weather permitting), and design and build supports and bridges from everyday 
materials. 

Clay, Imagination, and Transformation! grades 3 & 4, traviS Cox, emily HeCk, Harlie pHelpS, & anna dufour 
What can you do with the little lump of clay? Could it become a talking finger puppet or a fantastic creature from 
a fairy tale story? Perhaps it is a secret treasure chest with majestic genie in a bottle?  We'll learn easy and fun clay 
techniques as we pinch, coil, score and slip, stamp, clay pattern, clay rhythm, clay texture, carve, and even paint on the 
clay surface! You will surely be impressed how your hands and imagination could transform the little lump of clay into 
something very special!

Crazy for Coding! grades 3 & 4, kyle SummerS  -  If Code.org, Scratch, Code Combat, Lightbot, Ozoblockly, 
Ozobots, and Unplugged activities sound intriguing, this class is for you.  You'll learn to use various coding sites and 
tools to learn basic logistical thinking skills as well as basic computer language.   Any projects you create you can keep 
and work on in the future. Coding is crazy - and fun!

Problem-Solving 101, grades 3 & 4, Caley rutH  -  What do solar ovens, parachutes, potato chips, and Ferris 
wheels have in common?  They provide the focus of challenges we’ll problem-solve in this engineering exploration.  
How can you mail a potato chip without it breaking? Can you cook with solar energy? Join us as we design, build, and 
test using basic problem-solving skills. We’ll analyze a problem (from how high can you drop a parachuted jumper to 
safety), map out the elements (what does it take for a Ferris wheel to rotate), and prepare a workable solution, taking 
on challenges that will test your logical thinking and reasoning abilities. 

SCIENCE ‘R US, grades 3 & 4, nita Cole  -  Calling ALL Junior Scientists….if you like to explore the world 
around you and learn while doing it, this class is for you! You will do experiments as we learn the science behind 
bubbling, gooey, and stinky chemistry concoctions along with tales of flight. We will also learn to use some tools of 
the trade while studying chemistry, animals, physics, and more. If you want to unlock the secrets of science, join us as 
we have fun while we observe, hypothesize, experiment, and conclude.  

Crash Course: Game Design and Strategy, grades 4 & 5, SHaWn Quinn  -  Do you love to play games? When 
you play Settlers of Catan, Sudoku or SIM, are you thinking how you would improve the game? Join in as we explore 
the science and thinking behind what makes games challenging and fun and keeps us coming back over and over. We 
will engage in hands-on activities that explore what makes games work, and then design and build our own. What are 
you waiting for? Game on!

The Art and Science of Math, grades 4 & 5, JeSSiCa SmitH Harper  -  Artists, architects, scientists, business 
owners, and engineers are examples of problem-solvers who use math to do their jobs. We'll explore a variety of 
real-world scenarios and problems, and how math is applied in solving them. Working both collaboratively and 
independently, we'll design solutions to complicated problems. As we investigate the many connections between math 
and the world around us, we'll discover the relevancy AND beauty of math.  Get ready to explore, learn, and put those 
problem-solving skills to the test - who knows what fascinating problem is just around the corner?
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Let's Get Physical! grades 4 & 5, Jennay WeatHerHolt & StepHanie gaHafer  -  Science madness awaits for 
all junior chemists and physicists out there! Join us as we explore, create, test, and more through hands-on science 
experiments that will exercise your brain. You’ll form hypotheses, make discoveries, and solve mysteries related to 
the world of physical science. If you love experimenting and thinking outside the box, this class is for you.   

The Super Hero Secret:Science, grades 4 & 5, madiSon WellS & HannaH Skinner  -  Why is Mister 
Fantastic so stretchy? How does Superman's laser vision really work? Every hero has a story! We'll use magnets, 
lasers, rockets, microscopes and more to prove everyone has a superhero inside them just waiting to be discovered. 
Join us as we uncover the scientific secrets that make your favorite super heroes so super!

Create Your Own (Chihuly) Art, grades 4, 5, & 6, tHereSa Waddell  -  How can changes in temperature 
transform everyday materials into functional objects and fabulous works of art?  Let's take a journey into the world 
of the glass artist Dale Chihuly to learn about the scientific properties of glass and the ancient art of glassblowing. 
We'll explore how Chihuly uses his drawings to design his sculptures, and then create our own sculptures by 
combining smaller parts to make a whole, and then planning an installation of our artwork. Discover the world of 
sculpture - Chihuly style!

Let's Learn German! Lernen wir Deutsch! grades 4, 5, & 6, tim StrauBel  -  Guten Tag! Join us as we 
experience the German language and culture with lots of hands-on activities and games.  You’ll learn basic phrases, 
pronunciation, and vocabulary and have your own personal activity book to take home. Come prepared to engage 
in a variety of fun-filled activities for your exploration of the German-speaking world.  Willkommen und Lernen 
wir Deutsch!   

Breakout EDU - Escape Challenges for the Curious, grades 5 & 6, Jeremy SHultz  -  Clues, codes, riddles, 
and keys - join this immersive learning game to “break out”. Through teamwork and troubleshooting, you will 
solve a series of challenges and work through hidden contraptions in order to unlock the Breakout box. We’ll mix 
games and learning in this creative and innovative escape challenge.

Design Star and Fabric Fun: Wearable edition, grades 5 & 6, miWon CHoe, kaylynne JoneS, & 
William BankS  -  Have you ever wondered what it would be like if you were to become one of your favorite story 
characters, super heroes, or imaginative creatures?  If so, this Design Star class is for you!  Join us as we 3D stitch, 
paint, print, stamp, and collage fabulous wearable art.  We will learn about and be inspired by the great fashion 
designers, super heroes, story characters, and then create our own fabulous, colorful, and wearable art such as 
painted scarf, fun necklace, fancy hat, modern canvas bag, and even zany painted shoes! We will also use the power 
of stop motion animation to capture our characters and stories. Parents are invited to our final runway show!

From Balloons to Rockets - the Science of Leaving the Ground, grades 5 & 6, riCo tyler  -  Up, up, 
and away! Join us for a hands-on introduction to the science behind all the different ways humans can leave the 
ground. Our experiments with start with balloons and end with spaceflight. Ready, set, launch!

Science Around Town, grades 5 & 6, JaniCe davenport & CatHerine poteet  -  Do you enjoy "I Spy" games 
and finding hidden objects in everyday things? Then join our (virtual) field trips as we explore the science 
all around you, including  restaurants (what makes the ice cream cold?), grocery stores (how are the colors of 
cola formulated?), car lots (what makes air bags deploy?), and baseball fields (how does the pitcher throw that 
curveball?). We'll put our science discoveries to practice as we design a lighting boat to be used in the holiday 
lighting of Fountain Square Park, test methods of  washing hands to support a recommendation for restaurant 
employees, and use choice chambers to test environment preferences for fall pests.  Look all around town and what 
do you see? 

Engineer This: Pulleys, Levers, and Gears, grades 6, 7, & 8, Craig frey  -  Invent, build, and test 
as we investigate the fundamental principles of engineering through building projects that will show how 
simple machines work. Gear trains, power ratios, and complex machines are just a few of the basic concepts of 
engineering that will be explored as you work on your own design projects such as cart launchers, transmission 
models, trebuchets, and more. These hands-on projects will inspire future inventors and engineers.

Science Behind the Scenes, grades 6, 7, & 8, roBin tyler, miranda eSteS, & Colten CollingS  -  Ever think 
the science in movies seems more Hollywood magic than scientific fact? Join us as we investigate the science (and 
pseudoscience) in your favorite TV shows and movies. Could animals ever co-exist the way they do in Zootopia? If 
we don’t have little people in our brains like Inside Out, how do we control our thoughts and emotions? Can you 
"MacGyver" your way out of a sticky situation? Grab your popcorn and your lab coat as we debunk the science of 
the silver screen.

28

page 4

26

23

22

21

24

25

27

29

30



FALL SUPER SATURDAYS 2017 
FEE $80 (MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO WKU SUPER SATURDAYS.)

Full Name _________________________________________________  Preferred Name ________________________________  

Date of Birth ________/________/________         Grade in 2017-18 _____     Gender: Male__   Female __  

Mailing address:____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mother/Guardian:___________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

School __________________________________________               School District __________________________________________ 

Have you or any of your family members participated in any of our programs? Please list by name and program: ________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Can you participate in normal physical activities?      Yes__    No __    If not, explain on an attached sheet.

A STUDENT MUST BE RECOMMENDED BY A TEACHER, COUNSELOR, OR PRINCIPAL.
Criteria for Student Approval (Please contact our office if you have any questions about the criteria.)
Student is in grade 1 - 8 during the 2017-2018 school year, AND at least ONE of the following must apply:
    • Student has shown high interest/achievement in one or more of the content areas.  OR
    • Student has received a distinguished rating on the state assessment.  OR
    • Student has been identified for services as a gifted child.  OR
    • Student has an IQ score of 120 or above.  OR
    • Student has a score at or above the 90th percentile on the total battery or at or above the 95th percentile 
       on the total mathematics or language/reading section of the most recent achievement test.

MY SIGNATURE VERIFIES THAT THIS STUDENT MEETS THE ABOVE CRITERIA.

_________________________________________            ___________________________________________________________
 Signature of Educator                                Position

__________________________________________________            ___________________________________________________________
Signature of Parent or Guardian                                                         Signature of Student

CLASS SELECTION (1 class for all 4 weeks):                            

1st choice   (#              ) ___________________________________________

2nd choice (#              ) ___________________________________________

3rd choice  (#              ) ___________________________________________

4th choice  (#              ) ___________________________________________

5th choice  (#              ) ___________________________________________

T-shirt size: 

(please � one)  
child size: S ___  M ___  L ___              
OR
adult size: S ___   M ___    L ___   XL___      
  

 number                  street                                     

city                               state  zip                                                 

name    

address (if different from student) 
   

home telephone      cell telephone  

employer, occupation  business telephone 

Father/Guardian: _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

name   

address (if different from student) 
   

employer, occupation  business telephone  

email address  email address  

The Center for Gifted Studies 
at Western Kentucky University

apartment number
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Amount paid: ________
Check #: ____________
Make checks payable to 
WKU Super Saturdays. 
Visa, MasterCard, and 
Discover are accepted.  
There is a $2 convenience 
fee if paying with a credit 
card.  Call 270.745.6323 for 
credit card payments.

Please only list classes in which you are interested. No 
refunds will be given once you are accepted into a class.

home telephone      cell telephone  



PARENT CONSENT FORM
Student Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________

• I give permission for my local newspaper to be notified of my child's participation in Super Saturdays at 
Western Kentucky University:      YES_____   NO ______  

• I understand, consent to, and agree that Western Kentucky University and/or The Center for Gifted Studies 
may photograph and/or videotape my child while he/she is engaging in University and/or The Center for 
Gifted Studies' activities, and that the University and/or The Center may utilize said photographs and video 
at their discretion, including, but not limited to, use in University and non-University Center and non-Center 
publications and other public venues, and that Western Kentucky University shall own and retain all rights to 
said photographs/video:  YES_____   NO ______

• I certify that my son/daughter/ward has my permission to participate in Super Saturdays and that he/she 
will be subject to the regulations of Western Kentucky University and Super Saturdays: YES_____   NO ______   

• I understand that I will be notified if a health emergency should arise. If I cannot be reached by telephone, 
I authorize whatever medical treatment is deemed necessary by competent medical personnel: 

   YES_____   NO ______

PARENT SIGNATURE ___________________________________________________       Date___________________________

MEDICAL INFORMATION
Emergency Contact Person (Other than parent) __________________________________________________________

Home Phone  (______)_____________  Work Phone  (_______)______________ Cell Phone (_______) ______________

Another Emergency Contact Person: _____________________________________________________________________

Home Phone  (______)______________ Work Phone  (_______)______________ Cell Phone (_______) ______________

Insurance Company _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Insured Parent __________________________________________________________________________________

Insurance Group Number_________________________________________________________________________________

Family Physician: _______________________________________________     Phone: (_______)_______________________
  
Send the completed application and $80 payment to:
(payable to WKU Super Saturdays)   
     

   The Center for Gifted Studies   
   at Western Kentucky University 

Fall SUPER SATURDAYS 2017

The Center for Gifted Studies  
Western Kentucky University  
1906 College Heights Blvd. #71031 
Bowling Green, KY  42101-1031

___ An additional check made out to the WKU Foundation/Talent 
Development is enclosed. Tax-deductible donations provide scholarships for 
children who cannot otherwise participate.  Amount of donation: $_______.  
Thank you!

PLEASE CONTACT THE CENTER FOR GIFTED STUDIES IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.  
Phone: 270.745.6323           email:  gifted@wku.edu        Fax: 270.745.6279           
website:  www.wku.edu/gifted
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APPLICATION 
INFORMATION

 
1.   The application must be completed (both sides) and signed by the student 

and the student’s parent or guardian. The teacher, principal, or counselor 
recommending the student must also sign. [If you attended Super Saturdays 
last year, please indicate that on the line for educator signature.]

2. A tuition fee of $80 must be included with the completed application. (Make 
checks payable to WKU Super Saturdays.) If paying with a credit card there 
will be a $2.00 convenience fee.

3. Applications will be accepted in the order in which they are received.

SEND APPLICATION AND REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO: 
 The Center for Gifted Studies
 Western Kentucky University 
 1906 College Heights Blvd. #71031 
 Bowling Green, KY 42101-1031        
   

 270.745.6323
 www.wku.edu/gifted 
 gifted@wku.edu

FALL
SUPER 
SATURDAYS 
2017 
PROGRAM 

THE CENTER FOR GIFTED STUDIES offers opportunities for high-ability students to broaden 
the scope of their interests and interact with other bright young people. Four mornings are 
spent with a small group of students exploring an area of interest with a teacher who has 
expertise in that field. The classes emphasize a hands-on, minds-on approach to learning in 
an environment in which creative and critical thinking are encouraged.

TIME AND LOCATION - Super Saturdays will meet four (4) consecutive Saturday mornings 
(October 28, November 4, 11 and 18, 2017). Classes will be held on the campus of Western 
Kentucky University.  Parents are responsible for transportation to and from all classes and 
field trip locations.

Students will be in their classes in Bowling Green each Saturday from 9:30-noon 
CENTRAL TIME. Time will be allotted on the last Saturday for each class to share 
experiences with parents and other interested individuals.                

SUPER SATURDAYS SEMINARS FOR PARENTS 
We believe education is strongest when parents, educators, and students work as a team. In keeping with 
this philosophy, we invite parents of participating students to attend seminars on gifted children and their 
educational needs. During the first, second, and third Super Saturdays, parent seminars will be held in 
Gary Ransdell Hall from 10:00-11:30 p.m. Specific topics and room location will be announced later.

REGISTRATION  
Courses are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. You will be in the same class for four weeks; however, you 
should list on the application five classes in which you are interested. If the first choice is filled, you will be 
placed in the next available class. You will receive a written confirmation of registration indicating the class 
in which you will participate. Please make sure you select five choices that you would enjoy.

TUITION 
Tuition for the four-week class is $80.00. This amount covers the instructional program, including materials, 
equipment, and a t-shirt. Tuition must be included with the completed registration form. If all five choices 
are filled, the tuition check will be returned. Visa, MasterCard, and Discover are accepted with a $2.00 
convenience fee. Call 270.745.6323 to pay by credit card. NO REFUNDS WILL BE GIVEN ONCE YOU ARE 
PLACED IN A CLASS. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
Limited NEED-BASED financial assistance is available. You MUST request and return the Financial 
Assistance Request Form and supporting materials by October 20, 2017. Contact The Center at 270.745.6323 
for a Financial Assistance Request form. Be sure to return the class application (on page 5) as soon as 
possible with a small deposit to hold a spot in a class.  
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THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED (TAG) WORKSHOP ON 
UNDERREPRESENTED HIGH POTENTIAL, October 13, 2017 
More than a dozen national experts in gifted education will explore issues critical 
to underrepresented populations. Read more and register at wku.edu/gifted.

WINTER SUPER SATURDAYS, February 3, 10, 17, and 24, 2018

SPRING BREAK IN ENGLAND, March 30 - April 5, 2018
This travel/study tour is an opportunity for eighth grade and high 
school honors students as well as interested adults to learn about the 
history, culture, and people of England.  

SUMMER CAMP FOR ACADEMICALLY TALENTED MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 
(SCATS), June 10 - 22, 2018
Now in its 36th summer, this two-week residential or nonresidential camp 
provides a wide range of classes for academically talented students who are 
completing the 6th, 7th, or 8th grade this year.  

SUMMER PROGRAM FOR VERBALLY AND MATHEMATICALLY 
PRECOCIOUS YOUTH (VAMPY), June 24 - July 14, 2018
Turning 35 next summer, this residential program provides the opportunity for 
students to spend three weeks studying one course in great depth. To be eligible, 
a student must be completing the 7th, 8th, 9th, or 10th grade this year and have 
earned a qualifying SAT or ACT score. 

CAMP EXPLORE, June 4 - 8, 2018          CAMP INNOVATE, July 9 - 13, 2018 
Camp Innovate and Camp Explore are summer camps designed for advanced 
ability children with high interest in learning. The experience features hands-
on and minds-on instruction to engage children in learning at advanced levels. 
Students will explore a wide range of subjects from math and science to art 
and language arts during their day. Camp Explore is for children who were in 
grades one, two, or three during the 2017-2018 school year. Camp Innovate is for 
children who were in grades three, four, or five during the 2017-2018 school year. 

ADDITIONAL 

EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES

Sponsored by

THE CENTER FOR 

GIFTED STUDIES 

The CenTer for GifTed STudieS

WeSTern KenTuCKy univerSiTy

1906 ColleGe heiGhTS Blvd. #71031
BoWlinG Green, Ky  42101-1031
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